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lITs oppose single

entrance

exdm

from next year

PNS B NEW DELHI

Against the backdrop of
sustained opposition to
the proposed single entrance
test for admission to engi-
neering programmes, the IIT
Council met on Saturday and
is understood to have insist-
ed on holding the test from
2014, instead of next year.

The Council, which met
under the chairmanship of
HRD Minister Kapil Sibal, is
also understood to have dis-
cussed the possibility of
preparing the merit list with-
out taking into account the
candidates’ performance in
board examinations.

A fina] decision will be
taken at the joint meeting of
Councils of IITs and NITs on
May 28, HRD ministry sources
said, They said only HT-
Guwahati has fully supported
the proposal of a single
entrance test with weightage to
marks in the school boards.

The aim is to hold the test
irt a new format from 2013
onwards under which a rank-
ing list will be prepared based
on Class XII results with 40

per cent weightage to be given
after norm isat?on of mgalrks,
30 per cent to the main test
and 30 per cent to the
advanced test,

The test will replace the
existing ITT-]EE and the All
India Engineering Entrance
Examination (AIEEE).
Several IIT senates, especial-
ly those of the seven old IITs,
had objected to this format.

The faculty federation
had also expressed stiff oppo-
sition to the proposal and
insisted that the senates
should have the final say on
this issue. Sources said the
issue of factoring the plus-two
boards results were yet to be
sorted out.

While boards across the
country are expected to
declare their results almost
simultaneously under the new
format, a section feels this
would be highly unlikely.
During the meeting, the ITTs
are understood to have opted
to retain the existing format
of JEE for the year 2013.
They have also stressed on
giving thrust on the advance
test for preparing the results,
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No decision yet on common entrance

NITIN MAHAJAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

The proposed common
national examination for
sclence and engineering for
Central institutes, sched-
uled for implementation
from 2013, may be delayed
as the IIT council meeting
on Saturday ended without
taking any concrete deci-
slon on-the issue, The coun-
cils are pushing for an
year's delay in the imple-

mentation of the single
entrance test and are insist-
ing on holding the test from
2014,

At Saturday's meeting,
held under the chairman-
ship of HRD minister Kapil
Sibal, the IITs are under-
stood to have opted to
retain the existing format
of JEE for the year 2013.
Sources stated that another
Joint meeting of the IIT and
NIT councils has been
scheduled for May 28 where

these issues will be dis-
cussed again and a final
decision taken. Earlier this
meeting was scheduled to
be held on April 14 but was
deferred indefinitely after

the pgovernment came
under attack from the All
India IIT Faculty
Federation which has con-
{inued its opposition to the
proposed changes to the

existing JIT-JEE entrance
examination pattern,

The proposed test will
replace the existing IIT-
JEE and the All India
Engineering Entrance
Examination. '

Sources said the indeci-
sion on the proposed single
entrance examination
means the entire process
could take several months
and could push back the
date of implementatton of
the entrance test further.
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lIT council meet deliberates on KT-JEE exam
NEW DELHI: The IIT council meeting, chaired by HRD minister
Kapil Sibal on Saturday, deliberated on the recommendation
of various senates on the IIT-JEE exam. The final announce-
ment will be made after the Joint Council’s meet on May 28,

Sources said a proposal to change the exam pattern may not

be implemented from 2013 due to opposition from the IITs.

It is understood that at the
meeting the issue was dis-
cussed again, however, it
was pointed out that sen-
ates of several ITTs had con-
tinued to oppose the pro-
posed single entrance test
proposal.

The council is also under-
stood to have discussed the
possibility of preparing the
merit list without taking
into account the candi-
dates’ performance in
board examinations,
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HC nod for appointment of Pune
varsity vice chancellor

Dismisses petition challenging state’s selection procedure to appoint heads of
universities

MUMBAIL: The Bombay high court, on Friday, dismissed a petition challenging the state’s selection process

for vice chancellors, paving the way for the appointment of a new VC for the of Pune. MUMBAI: The
Bombay high court, on Friday, dismissed a petition challenging the state's selection process for vice chancellors
(VC), paving the way for the appointment of a new VC for the of Pune.

Thane-based social activist, Suresh Patilkhede, had approached the HC challenging the validity of the
Maharashtra Universities (Amendment) Ordinance, 2009.

The Ordinance, which amended certain provisions of the Maharashtra Universities Act, 1994, provides for
nomination of a search committee to shortlist candidates for the VC'S post. The Governor then selects one of
the short-listed candidates.

Patilkhede contended that the process went against the regulations of the Universities Grant Commission
(UGC). He further contended the selection mechanism was illegal and lacked basic sanctity of law.

A division bench of chief justice Mohit Shah and justice Niteen Jamdar, however, did not find anything
wrong with the process. "The respondents have acted in consonance with the provisions of the Maharashtra
Universities Act," the judges observed. The HC also turned down a request by the petitioner to stay the
selection process till they moved Supreme Court.

The state authorities, on January 6, had said that they would not continue with the selection process till the
petition was pending.

On Friday, after the judgement was pronounced, advocate VB Tiwari, who represented the petitioner,
sought a stay based on that statement.

Girish Kulkarni, representing of Pune, opposed the request, stating that the VC’'S post has been
vacant for eight months now, and the was in urgent need of a VC. The 's VC, RK
Shevgaonkar, left to join the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi as director. The judges accepted this
and said that the appointment could not be delayed further..

The petitioner's counsel, Anil Anturkar, had argued that UGC regulations would prevail over the Maharashtra
Universities Act. The HC, however, held that UGC guidelines, at the most, could be termed as subordinate
legislations and could not override the provisions of a legislation enacted by the State Legislature.

Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, USfCan: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and protected
by applicable law.



